ONTARIO 


DEPARTMENT  OF  EDUCATION 


EMPIRE  DAY 


I  desire  to  take  the  present  opportunity  of  thanking  the  educational 
authorities  of  the  schools  throughout  the  Province  for  the  way  in  which 
Empire  Day  has  been  celebrated  in  the  past^  and  to  express  the  hope  that 
for  the  present  year  these  exercises  may  be  made  a  still  more  efficient  means 
of  inspiring  national  and  imperial  sentiment.  I  believe  that  the  glorious 
share  which  the  Province  of  Ontario  has  had  in  the  struggle  for  liberty 
and  the  freedom  of  humanity  is  due  in  some  measure  to  the  early  im¬ 
pressions  made  by  such  exercises  as  these.  It  is  not  long  since  that  a 
handful  of  Canadians^  less  than  forty  thousand  in  all,  were  the  only 
barriers  that  stood  between  the  German  barbarians  and  the  sea,  and 
history  will  tell  to  all  succeeding  generations  the  story  of  how  nobly  they 
performed  their  task  upon  that  dreadful  day. 

In  some  of  the  schools  it  has  been  the  practice  in  the  past  to  use  con¬ 
tributions  by  the  children  for  the  purchase  of  flowers  for  decorative  pur¬ 
poses  ;  where  this  has  been  the  practice,  I  would  recommend  that  these 
funds,  whether  large  or  small,  be  devoted  to  supplying  comforts  for  the 
soldiers  at  the  Front.  The  contributions,  of  whatever  kind,  may  either 
be  shipped  directly  to  the  front  or  may  be  handed  over  to  the  local  Red 
Cross  Society. 

This  is  the  day  of  sacrifice,  and  I  am  firmly  convinced  that  our  pre¬ 
sent  sacrifices  must  be  a  source  of  moral  purification,  and  must  contribute 
materially  to  the  upbuilding  of  a  sound,  serious  and  noble  national  senti¬ 
ment. 

R.  A.  Pyne, 

Minister  of  Education. 


Toronto,  May  9,  1916. 
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